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one of the characteristics of Ibn Batuta in describing
monuments. He then crossed the Euphrates and the
Tigris to the Persian Iraq. He visited Shiraz and
Ispahan and returned by a northern route and again
crossed the Euphrates and the Tigris to the Arabian
Iraq. He. alighted at Baghdad and there met Abu
Sa'eed Bahadir Khan, Sultan of the two Iraqs and
Khorasan. At that time Baghdad was deprived of
authority and was no longer the seat of an empire
since its occupation by the Tartars and the murder of
Al-Mutasim, the last Abbaside Caliph (656 A.H.,
1258 A.D.). It had lost its old splendour and was
mostly in ruins. The impression it made on the
explorer is evident from his writings on Baghdad,
its monuments, societies and its suburb Al-Rasafa,
which was then crowded by the Caliphs' tombs.
Here he also deals with history and relates the history
of the royal dynasty which ruled Iraq at that
time, as he later relates 'the history of all the
Seljuke and Indian dynasties which were then on the
throne.
The explorer left the city of the Caliphs for
Mosul, thence to Nasibein (Nisbis) and to Sinjar, and
came in contact with all their princes. The fact is
that feudalism in its widest sense prevailed in all
these countries, and the Seljuke princes had divided
the provinces and cities among themselves. Every
province or city had an independent feudal ruler
called Sultan or Khan (king). Here ends the first of
the journeys of Ibn Batuta. We do not know what
he was thinking of at that time and what urged him
to go south again, that is to say, to Baghdad and Mecca.
But he says in his book that he arrived for the second
time at Mecca, ill and exhausted. He rested there
about a year and studied for another year. It seems
that he definitely decided in that interval to go round
the world and, thanks to the information he obtained
from the pilgrims who came there from all parts of the